
Emergency Preparedness
ICE enforcement is not over



Enforcement Impact in Illinois
In 2025, ICE arrested roughly 1,800 people 
in the Chicago area. Of these, about 1,100 
have been deported or left voluntarily, 
while roughly 750 remain in detention. A 
federal judge has ordered that 615 of those 
detained be considered for bond or 
release due to violations of the Nava 
Consent Decree, which limits warrantless 
ICE arrests.

***Public data on how many were actually deported is very 
unclear and likely incomplete, based on current reporting 
and gaps in ICE’s data transparency.
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What Happens After a Detention
How they are processed

● After people are kidnapped, they are taken to the Broadview ICE Processing Center.

● This facility is supposed to be a short-term holding site.

Conditions Inside Broadview

● Reports describe severely overcrowded rooms where people must stand for up to 48 hours.

● Bathroom access is denied, and people receive minimal food, often moldy food, and insufficient 
water.

● Poor ventilation causes people to faint due to the bad air quality.

● Many are pressured into signing their own deportation orders under the threat of staying in 
those conditions.



Forced to make Immediate Decisions
As soon as they arrive, individuals must quickly choose whether to:

● As soon as they arrive, individuals must quickly choose whether to:

○ Sign their own deportation, or

○ Fight their case (without legal guidance).

● If they make the wrong choice, people could be in detention longer than 
needed unnecessarily. 



Communication Barriers
● They receive one free phone call, 

usually in the middle of the night or 
dawn, making it difficult for families to 
answer.

● A following calls require $50 deposit via 
credit card only, and they are asked to 
enter information in an unfamiliar 
language, preventing the call from 
going through.



Rapid Transfers Out of Illinois
● Within 24 hours, many are 

transferred to detention centers 
in other states.

● Once moved out of Illinois, it 
becomes much harder to 
access supportive legal 
jurisdictions.



Mandatory Detention and Bond Release Difficulties

Mandatory Detention Laws

● Anyone without a lawful entry is mandatorily detained under federal law.

● In order to request bond, they must file a federal habeas petition, essentially suing 
the government.

● This is very costly. Between $3,000–$5,000 if not more.

Barriers to Bond Release

● Even after winning a habeas petition, bond is decided by the state where they were 
transferred.

● Conservative states often deny bond depending on local judges and jurisdiction.



Staying Prepared

ALTHOUGH DETENTIONS HAVE 
REDUCED, ICE AGENTS ARE NOT 
COMPLETELY GONE FROM OUR 
COMMUNITIES. 

WE ANTICIPATE INCREASED 
PRESENCE AND MORE 
AGGRESSIVE TACTICS IN THE 
SPRING.



Be aware of Tactics
○ Drones
○ License Plate Detectors
○ No longer wearing 

uniforms
○ They continue to gather 

intel and data



We cannot let our guard down!
● People are starting to let their 

guard down.
● Community social media posts are 

encouraging everyone to return to 
“normal.”

● We need to keep reminding our 
community, partners, and allies 
that this situation is not over. 



Keep encouraging community members to 
remain prepared.

1. Get Informed & Legally Prepared

● Attend a Know Your Rights (KYR) information session.

● Get an immigration legal assessment to understand your options.

● Establish a list of attorneys you will call if anything goes wrong. 

● Establish short-term guardianship and Power of Attorney (POA).

● Gather all essential documents in one safe and accessible place.



Keep encouraging community members to 
remain prepared.

2. Create a Family Safety Plan

● Talk with your family about what to do in case of detention, police contact, 
or an ICE encounter.

● Choose a trusted adult who can step in immediately if a parent or sibling is 
detained.

● Make a written list of: Important phone numbers (both written down and 
saved in phones)



Keep encouraging community members to 
remain prepared.

3. Memorize Key Resources

📞 Emergency Support
● Call the ICIRR Family Support Hotline (1-855-435-7693) 
📍 Locating the detained person

⚖ Connecting them with legal resources such as Mano a Mano, North Suburban Legal 
Aid Clinic, and Center for Immigrant Progress.

🤝 Providing additional services that families may need

🔎 Locating a Loved One (locator.ice.gov) 
● Use the online locator to find anyone detained by ICE using the A#, Legal 

Name, Date of Birth and Country of Origin.


